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On July 28, in a speech to the national congress marking the end of his third year in office and the
167th anniversary of Peruvian independence, President Alan Garcia introduced three anti-terrorism
bills, and announced that his government plans to partially privatize 116 of 230 state-run enterprises.
Garcia emphasized that in the past eight years, 15,000 Peruvians have died in the struggle between
leftist guerrillas and the military. Half of the total were killed in the three years of his administration.
The president urged that the Congress approve the bills within the next 15 days. One of the antiterrorism laws would impose punishment on persons who publicly support or approve of terrorist
acts via radio, television or other means of mass communication. Another would apply sanctions
against the illegal possession of firearms and explosives. Garcia assured editors and journalists
that freedom of expression would continue to receive ample guarantees. But, he demanded that
they focus on educational and other newsworthy items, rather than disseminating material which
provokes or heightens violence. The president then called on the judiciary to implement a law
promulgated a year ago that creates special tribunals to prosecute persons suspected of terrorism.
The judges, who proclaim independence from the executive based on the nation's constitution, have
refused to implement the law which stipulates closed-door hearings. The judges currently conduct
public hearings. Next, Garcia said that his administration has no intention of withdrawing or
backing off from the ongoing nationalization program affecting most of the country's largest banks,
and insurance and finance companies. The nationalization was announced during Garcia's July
28 speech last year. Garcia stated that his administration plans to convert 116 state "monopolies"
into "national enterprises," i.e., joint participation by the private sector, workers and government.
In an effort to reduce unnecessary spending, he said, the government proposes to dismantle its
total monopoly over rice distribution, commercialization of coca leaves, electricity, water, sewage
systems, and other activities. Garcia's popularity rating, as evidenced in opinion polls, is at its lowest
point since his inauguration. (Basic data from AFP, 07/28/88)
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